Commodity: Personal effects

The information here covers AQIS quarantine requirements only and is current on the date of transmission but may change without notice. Importers must satisfy quarantine concerns and comply with quarantine conditions applicable at the time of entry. The Commonwealth through AQIS is not liable for any costs arising from or associated with decisions to import based on conditions presented here which are not current at time of importation. It is the importer’s responsibility to be aware of and to ensure compliance with the requirements of all other regulatory and advisory bodies prior to and after importation. eg. Australian Customs Service , State Departments of Agriculture, Imported Foods Program, Therapeutic Goods Administration , National Registration Authority for Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals . 

Condition  C5256 

Personal effects are subject to inspection. Inspection may take place at a Sea or Airfreight depot providing it is a quarantine approved premises.

Due to the variety of goods that can be found it will be necessary to refer to those separate commodities and their non-commercial conditions and treatments.

The inspector must look at the Australian Customs Service Unaccompanied Personal Effects Statement (B534), and the packing list and note the items of interest to quarantine. 

Some of the most commonly imported items of quarantine concern include, but are not limited to;

Wooden items, foodstuffs, soil on garden tools, vacuum cleaners with an unemptied dust bag, used carpets, Christmas decorations, dried flowers, seeds, straw, skins, feathers, equipment used with horses or other animals and toys containing waste cotton or sand or straw or water. Used fruit cartons are not permitted to be used as packing material.

Possible treatments are as follows;

Wooden items without other quarantinable concerns attached such as bark, rawhide or plastic wrapping will not require inspection if a valid fumigation certificate is supplied, (methyl bromide at 48g/m3 for 24 hours at 21oc, [T9047] ). Inspection will be required if there is no valid fumigation certificate,

Items found to contain soil will require cleaning at a quarantine approved

premises,

Christmas decorations of a plant nature (eg pine cones) and dried flowers will

require heat treatment on arrival. Warning the treatment may damage wreaths or decorations that contain plastic or glue.

Personal effects packed in used fruit cartons must be unpacked at a quarantine approved premises. The fruit cartons must be destroyed by an AQIS approved method.

